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Vocational Education Campaign
Get Your Hands On  

The Context:

In South Yorkshire a range of vocational education programmes have been designed for 
14–19-year-old learners who are motivated by a more hands-on approach to learning. 
The four local authorities in South Yorkshire – Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield,
working in partnership with Connexions and the European Union through Objective 1 funding –
have developed a campaign to raise awareness of these vocational education programmes
amongst teenagers and their parents. 

Today, GCSEs and A levels are just two of the qualifications available to teenagers. Many can blend the
qualifications they study to suit their motivations, aptitudes and interests. For example, in many schools vocational
subjects such as NVQs can be studied alongside GCSEs from Year 10 – sometimes delivered through partnerships
with off-site learning providers, colleges or local employers. From September 2008, many of South Yorkshire’s
teenagers seeking to blend academic study with more practical training will also be able to take advantage of 
the new Diploma qualifications.

The Campaign:

Building on the Learning and Skills Council's national skills campaign, a highly visual advertising campaign is 
being launched this week to increase awareness of South Yorkshire's vocational programmes using the strap-lines
'Get your hands on skills', 'Get your hands on qualifications' and 'Get your hands on careers'.

Advertisements will be visible in the local press, on billboards, bus interiors, bus shelters, at tram stops, in
telephone kiosks at supermarkets and in shopping centres to raise awareness of the vocational opportunities
available to 14–19-year-olds and their parents in South Yorkshire. 

The start of the campaign coincides with the beginning of the all-important options time for Year 9 and Year 11
students who are about to make key decisions about their future education, training or employment pathways. 

Detail of the campaign and its timings is provided in the media plan overleaf.

Aged 14-19 and want
to know if vocational
courses are for you?
Visit www.voced.co.uk
for more info and talk to your teacher,
tutor or Connexions Personal Adviser.
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Get Your Hands On South Yorkshire’s

Vocational Education Media Plan
Get Your Hands On

Media targeting young people (14–19) and their W/c W/c W/c W/c W/c W/c W/c W/c W/c
parents/carers throughout South Yorkshire (2007) 29 Oct 5 Nov 12 Nov 19 Nov 26 Nov 3 Dec 10 Dec 17 Dec 24 Dec

Routes 16 careers event: Launch and local media X
photo-call at Sheffield’s Don Valley Stadium (6 Nov)

Case study-driven PR in local media featuring real X X X X X X X X
students, their parents, teachers/advisers, tutors 
and employers explaining the benefits of vocational 
education

Bus shelter advertisements X X X X X X X X

Bus interior advertisements X X X

Tram stop advertisements (Sheffield only) X X X

Cinema screen advertisements X X X X X X X

Telephone kiosk advertisements X X X X

6-sheet poster advertisements outside 
supermarkets and shopping centres X X X X

48-sheet billboard advertisements X X X X

12-sheet billboard advertisement outside X
Routes 16 careers event

Local press advertising targeting parents/carers X X X X X X X X

Direct mail: information packs – containing sample X X
CD-Rom, Your Essential Guide to Vocational Education 
and free support materials – sent to 
secondary school head teachers, careers 
co-ordinators, college representatives, Connexions 
Personal Advisers and key stakeholders supporting 
14–19-year-olds through this options period and to 
support lessons, careers events, options evenings 
and parents evenings

Direct mail: sending booklet – Your Essential Guide X
to Vocational Education – to Year 9 students and 
their parents/carers across South Yorkshire

Launch website for students, parents/carers, X X X X X X X X X
teachers, advisers and employers www.voced.co.uk
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