
Level 1
(Foundation)

Level 2
(Intermediate)

Level 3
(Advanced)

Levels 4–6

Levels 7–8

Vocational
(work-related: preparing for
a broad range of careers)

Postgraduate qualifications
(eg masters, doctorate)

Higher education
qualifications (eg degree,
HND/HNC, Foundation
Degree, Dip HE, Cert HE)

Vocational A Levels (AS 
and A2) in applied subjects

BTEC National

Progression Diploma

Advanced Diploma

Vocational GCSEs 
(grades A*–C)

BTEC First

Higher Diploma

Vocational GCSEs 
(grades D–G)

BTEC Introductory

Foundation Diploma

Work-based
(preparing for specific jobs)

NVQ Level 5

NVQ Level 4

NVQ Level 3

NVQ Level 2

NVQ Level 1

General

Postgraduate qualifications
(eg masters, doctorate)

Higher education
qualifications (eg degree,
HND/HNC, Foundation
Degree, Dip HE, Cert HE)

A Levels (AS and A2)

International Baccalaureate

GCSEs (grades A*–C)

GCSEs (grades D–G)
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Entry Level qualifications

For some careers and courses you may need a combination of vocational, general and work-based subjects. Grades will be important.
For example, if you take a Level 2 vocational qualification you may need additional subjects and grades at GCSE to progress to Level 3
after Year 11.
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